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HELPING PARENTS HELP THEIR KIDS SUCCEED

2007 Award Winners Feted at
Smart Kids with LD's Fifth Annual Benefit

ired from Suzaune Fleld:

ore than 260 people };:Llhuud
at the Smamford Marriott
Hotel to celebrare the win-
ners of this vear's Smart Kids soivh
l!r.-l:'-'l'l".l‘f.'.l'nl"l:' !r.}.'l."-l'l'ﬂr-'l".';.'ffl".\ .‘r“'u'."r']':'i' oan \.1|:l.
17th. Pete Wright, the renowned
Special Education attorney, presided as
Master of Ceremonics as the event
r $62.000 to support Smart
Kids' waork.
The hrst-ever dual winners of the
2007 Yourh Achicvement Awvards,
L :.Iﬁ.kil'._l:l.' Kahn of New York, NY and

Jesse Kline of Towson, MDD received

.il‘.l:_‘!,:l g

their awards from Dana Buchman, the
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Spec fal Fducation.

Charrman of the Yourh A

chievenent Awrd Cammiries
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tollowing a long scruggle with dyslexia
..'||-||.‘I 'L'.\!"]L'Hhi.'ul.- |:!|:|: :U.IE’_{' ‘l]l”]&llll il.‘.\. Hl]‘.'
has come our on top .1;:1(1u1t1:c.l,||}' at
the Churchill School for students with
LD in New York '.:.II:.-'. And ar age 15,
she s one of the nation’s most accom-
plished young divers, just two years
after entering competitive diving, Las
year she won All-America status in owo
evenes, and will join the University of
Indiana’s top-ranked diving team as a
freshman nexx fall.

lesse Kline, diagnosed with severe
learning disabilities ar age 10, has grad
uated from Jemicy High School for
students with LD in Towson, MD

following his junior year, in order o
study biology and animal sciences in
college. A passionare wildlife and envi-
|'4'||'.I|'I}Cr'|r.'ll CONSCrVATIONISE, |'Ii.' Was Onc
of 14 students from around the world
selected to train as an Arctic Ambassa-
dor last fall, racking polar-bear migra
tion and climare change on Canada’s

Hudson Bay.

Five Honorable Mentions
Awarded at Gala

Honorable Mention citations for the
20T Smare Keels Yourh Achicvernent
Aware were presented 1w Courtnie
Canady of Greenwood, CA; Maya
Colberr of Fort Washingron, MDY
Charley Goddard of La Canada, CA;
Jordanna Rose of San Diego, CA; and
David Wills of Diallas, TX,

Cowrtnie Canady of Greemwood, CA and Diawid

Wil arf Dhllar, TX shorre o fetive veonens Hefi

Huowmoralde Mension awards
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Zimmerman & King Receive Smart Kids Awards

s Execurtive Director of the

Connecticut Commission
on Children, Elaine Zimmerman
has played a pivoral role in the
promotion of research-hased read-
ing instruction and orher initia-

Pete Wright presented the
2007 Smart Kids Professional
Achievement Award to Diana
Hanbury King, who raught
him to read and write early in
her illustrious carcer as an

Orron-Gillingham teacher.
The founder of the Kildonan
School for students with
dyslexia in Amenia, NY, Mrs.
King conrinues to teach, write
and lecture around the country

tives addressing children’s needs
m L1, She ::t_'r:rph_':i the 2007
Smart Kids Community Service

Award from Dr. Margie Gillis,
Smart Kids' Vice President and
Director of the Haskins Literacy

Dana Hanbury King speaks
atrour ber fifes work educating
children with learning ofi-
abilieies
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brer Snvart Kidl Commrneniry

Serpiee Auend. Imittative. as an education consulanr.

Smart Kids Launches Program on
Getting Ready to Learn to Read

he adds against succeeding in school are formidable for chil-

drens in Brideepore, CT, where 95% are economically disad
vantaged, one in three has no preschool experience, and many
come from homes thar do not speak l'.:l;r_|ih.|'| or provide suppor
lor lireracy.

Smart Kids' new iniciarive, launched this spring, offered par-
ents of 3-and -I‘-?.'L'._Il-'-i'lll.‘i‘- fraimnang ] |'.-_'|'|1 their children enter
kindergarten ready to learn to read. The pilot program provided

three sessions of hands-on instruction by D, Margie Gillis,

Direcror of the Haskins J.1rr|':!c':.' Initiative and her 01”!.:1.&:1[':. [,

T Marere €l eacher childven to play with the alobabet setr they were
.1  aha !

Evelyn Russo in English and Spanish, i i covnaie bl aseia¥ bove

Co-sponsored by the Cesar Batalla Family Resource Center, :
one of four serving Bridgeport’s low-income population, cach program began with dinner
for the entire I:|:1:il_g-, followed |"j‘-' E'.--,q|'|_'|'|r-1r,ii11|r1t_r| sessions. Children re-joined their parcnis
for hands-on practice with games and activities promoting pre-literacy skills. Each family
was given pi inced marerials glr'.-q-|-.spn|. v Smart Kids, in addirion o books and .1|ph.1|1:-c
sets o encourage further pracrice and games at home,

Major funders include the Verizon Foundarion, the Westport!/ Weston Unired Way,

RBS Narional Bank, Cirizens Bank and the DS Culpeper Foundartion.
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