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Peter W, 1. Wright is getting used o
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lnqnwhnuqmﬂ.ll}' is special

help parents, educators,
silth care workers and lawyers learn

he won the landmark US.
pme Court case of Florence
l::quuq.r?.chmmhrrlahtru.ﬂmer.
extending the rights of learning-dis-
abled children wha wish to go to prl-
vate school at public expense, Wright
has become a champion of parent
advocacy,
The husband-and-wife team offers
site with free materials and
‘resgurces, Including a Yellow Pages
for Kids With Disabilities that Uats
Iniformation by state. They are also the
co-authors of thres books — "Wright-
glaw: Speclal Education Law"
“Wrightslaw: From Emotions to Advo-
cacy” and *Wrightslaw: No Child Let
Hehind,” which help parents maneuver

Make adults advocates of kids with disabi]iti_es

through sducatbonal jargon, Individual
Education Program meetings and spe-
clal education law.

Peter and Pam Wright are the fes-
tured speakers at Saturday's Wright-
slaw Special Education Law Confer-
ence fur Parents of Children with Dis-
abllites beld at the Michigon State
Muanagement Education Center In Troy

While sponsored by the Autism
Society of America-Oakland County

, Pete Wright explains that his-
nees are the same, regardless ™

of what dizability a child has,
*“Dur conferences are not disability-
specific, they focus instead on how

parents can sell and market the needs

of their children to the school dis-
trict,” he says. “Parents need to learn

=mm

hirw t0 et the adversary on the other
alde of the table to open their check-
book and give the student what he
needs to learn”

According to Peter Wright, a good
parent advocate is not one who can
ratthe off all the special educatlon laws,
Instesd, it's & person who is prepared
and friendly.

"Never let (the meeting) get adver-
garlal,” Ie says. “Parents need o be a
combination of Mother Teresa and
Miss Manners, And 1 suggest they
bring food. All great salesmen bring

. foed 10 a meeting.”

Wright was written off by eatly
teachers as someone who would never
learn to read, let alone go to college.

*The tenchers told my parents I

Peter and Pam Wright will lead

the confer-
mWMh Troy.

was emotionally disturbed and close
ter being mentally resarded,” he says.
“My parents put me through a com-
prehensive evaluation (1 was dlag-
nosed with dyslexla and ADHD) and
then got me 4 one-on-ane HILeT EVery
day after school for two years.”

Eliyee Fleld is a Metro Detrolt free-
lanee writer. You can reach her af

frannyzoe@aol.com




