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Editorial Notebook -

- The End of Spe_éial Education?

California cringe at the mention of
Shannon Carter, the learning-im-
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. ' making the public sector pay. But
Private Schools Mr. W

right says the parems he
. knows turn tg la ers only as a iast
paired ninth grader who won amo- At Public Expense " the. seha
mentous

Court victo;
three years ago. Dissanstieq with?hanmn’s education in

saying the county had faileg tg Dravide an “appropriate

7 te sehoo) and sued Tor reimburserment Shannon jumped
ublic education ™ ae required by the Federal Indivi
uals With Disabilities Education

Wﬂght's and Ms. Redmand's. What's clear is thar many
Special education programs have beco i
that might be appropriate to the child's  ground for ditficult students. The program’s stated pur-

uge. Pose i3 to prepare students for the mainstream, But in
The Carter case and jis progeny have transformed New York State, only 20 percen: of chiidren who eater
Spe_ci_aleducaumlnwtmmaminnrspej:laltymma

have mushroomed dramatically,

ﬂsal'nrsht litigation, .

. esuu.sareahazud, articularly to poor systems.
But they aisg Provide a nguuve for speciat education
Programs to reform themseives anu 12 begin meeting
their fegai responsibilities. . .

Phoebe Redmond, a deputy director of the schoot
board's legal department, admits that reimbursement
Suits sometirnes have merit, but sees the Carter enter.
prise as ‘a voucher prograsm for the rich.”” Ms. Redmond
paints a portrait of parents who buy seats in”pricey
Private schools, then seek lawyers whoe specialize in
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spedaleducannnrem“nuregmarclasm.Mostotthe
tiriving and profitable indusery, cases are too new resttaﬂtugraduamouhosewhograduatedmlsss,onw’
togetanaccuraxenaunualcmmt. But Shanmnon’s lawyer, 4 percent got Regents diplomas_

—> Peterwnght.haslﬁmseumns\medinthousandsot

The fatlings are both loca) and Federal in qrigin. The

assessments, too little
‘on memsmcuonaJMEMthechuiTeachex-s

themn as useiess and

In 1979, delays in placing Special education students
led to a historie lawsuit named for Jose P, a disabled
child whose plight typified the problem. New Yous ity

entered into a consent decree, which eftectively created
the special education bureag

eracy of today, That bu-
reaucracy now absorbs neariy $1.6 billion year, about 20
percent of the education budger. Restructuring the sys-
tem will be difficuit. But the

Carter suits and the
scenario they portend could weil be the spur that gets it
done,
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